
Dear Brethren 
 

Once again I begin my message with the hope that you are all still keeping 

well and as always looking after those nearest and dearest to you. The latest 
Government rules and especially the Rule Of Six, in connection with the 

Covid-19 Pandemic continue to frustrate us all, especially as they continue 

to prevent us all enjoying in fullest measure, the pastime we so much love 

and enjoy, that of our Freemasonry. 
 

I assure you Brethren, that the  health and welfare of all our Brethren has 

always been the first and foremost concern of the Provincial Executive ever 
since the beginning of the lockdown last March, all the advice and 

recommendations we have given to you over the seven months or so and 

those contained in this message are based on that and that only. 
 

I am pleased to inform you that our three Past Provincial Grand Masters are 

all keeping safe and well, I have been in touch with them in the last week 
and they asked me to pass on their very best wishes to you all, Rt W Bro 

David has asked me particularly to thank all of you who so generously 

donated to the purchase of his portrait, which now hangs in its proper place 

in the Holmes Temple alongside his illustrious predecessors. 
 

It continues to be the recommendation of the Provincial Craft and Royal 

Arch Executive that Lodges and Chapters do not meet to hold any 
Ceremonies until we are able to enjoy them in their ‘complete’ form with 

fully attended Festive Boards to follow. 

 
We realise that this may not be what a number of you wish to hear, of 

course if your Lodge or Chapter wishes to meet to hold modified ceremonies 

or hold a meeting to carry out any ‘urgent’ elections with six members 
including a Tyler or Janitor, that is your decision to make.  

 

Such meetings must be held in a Covid-19 secure room and building, they 

must be properly tyled. A dispensation would be available for those that 
wish to meet to hold such meetings in almost any appropriate location, 

including an office {or even a private house, provided that the rule of six is 

complied with} where Covid-19 secure premises have a number of rooms it 
is subject to the limit of six at each meeting. As you are all aware Leicester 

City is still in total Lockdown so the FMH Leicester is closed for Masonic 

purposes for the foreseeable future.  
 

Some of you may be aware that one of our Staff who has been working at 

FMH tested positive for Covid-19 but is now recovering well. The other four 
staff who were in on that day have all been tested and thankfully all were 

negative, as you would imagine Brethren this really was a close to home call! 

 
 

NEW EMERGENCY MEASURES 

 



You will now all have seen Issue 7 of the First Rising, these new emergency 
measures enable Lodges to suspend Lodge & Chapter meetings for up to 

three months at a time. 

 
These measures are explained in great detail in issue 7 together with the 

guide instructions. 

These measures can be put in place {from 7th October 2020} after five 

subscribing members of the Lodge request that the WM should write to all 
the Lodges subscribing members asking for approval. Two thirds of the 

membership must respond by e-mail, letter post or by hand {sadly some 

members may require chasing to respond} for the Lodge to then apply to the 
Provincial Grand Secretary’s office for the three month suspension {until 

31/12/20} for the office to then request subsequent approval from the PGM 

{it is most unlikely that this approval will be refused}  this process may be 
repeated if suspension is sought from 1st January 2021. 

 

If a Lodge deems that an urgent meeting is required for a maximum of six 
members {including the Tyler} this may be to elect a Master, Treasurer, to 

increase subscriptions, exclude a member etc; then the meeting may be 

called off and a Zoom {or similar platform} may be introduced to include any 

member who so wishes, so that their views may be taken into account, prior 
to the Lodge being called on and the voting takes place.  

 

Note: This process is not necessary for Elections like the Account 
Examiners, Library Reps etc. Ritual of any kind is not permitted on Zoom {or 

on any other similar platforms} 

Once again the above is all very well explained in the First Rising issue 7. 
 

Zoom Calls 

 
We continue to greatly encourage Lodge & Chapter Zoom {or similar 

platform} calls. We would now encourage these to take place on your actual 

meeting nights with an agenda. We will be sending out our suggestions for 

this in our next bulletin later this week, We do hope that ALL Lodges will 
immediately adopt this initiative {we do realise that many of you already 

have}  

 
It only remains for me to once again wish you all well, and to thank the 

Craft Executive and Comms team for their on-going continued hard work 

and support to me and the Province. 
 

Take care and keep safe everyone. 

 
Kindest Regards 

Yours sincerely & fraternally 

 

Peter C Kinder 
Provincial Grand Master 
 


