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24 April 2020 

The Economist Article 24 April 2020 
 
Dear PGMs and PCOs, 

Please find below The Economist article, which appeared in the press today.   

We are very pleased with this transition piece in a national magazine. It may start with the old 
preconceptions (to grab the attention of the audience) but then talks about how Freemasonry is 
helping during a time of crisis, and how charitable contributions are nothing new for us – in fact it is 
in our DNA. 

As I have often said – we are turning an oil tanker when it comes to changing public perception. We 
have allowed others to take the narrative and now it is time to take that back but this will take time. 
At the moment we are going through a bit of a “pain barrier” where we are working to build 
relationships with publications on a national level, however two years ago, the only national press 
we were getting was negative.  Reporters are now coming to us having heard of the good things we 
are doing. 

We have had positive coverage in both The Times, The Telegraph and even theGuardian so the 
tanker is starting to turn slowly but surely. Thank you as always for your support. 

www.economist.com/britain/2020/04/25/the-freemasons-want-to-be-known-for-hand-wash-not-
handshakes 

Out	of	the	shadows  
The	freemasons	want	to	be	known	for	hand	wash,	not	
handshakes 
  
https://www.economist.com/britain/2020/04/25/the-freemasons-want-to-be-known-for-hand-
wash-not-handshakes 
Covid-19	offers	a	chance	for	some	good	publicity 

BritainApr	25th	2020	edition 

Apr 25th 2020 

The freemasons, a centuries-old network of fraternal lodges, have long provided fodder for 
thriller writers and folk with overactive imaginations. Suggestions of conspiracy range 
from the outlandish to the banal. Steve White, a former chairman of the Police 
Federation, a cops’ union, claimed they blocked reforms to the service. Masons roll their 
eyes at such claims. “There is ‘The Da Vinci Code’ and the keyboard warriors going 
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crazy,” sighs Matt Felgate, a freemason from Lincolnshire’s Provincial Grand Lodge. 
“But much to my disappointment, it’s mainly about making yourself a better person.” 

Covid-19 gives Mr Felgate and his fellow masons the chance to step into the limelight, 
and demonstrate another side to their institution. He has transformed his gin distillery 
into a factory pumping out hand sanitiser. Masons in Scunthorpe have made more than 
1,000 facemasks for carers. Other lodges have bought thousands of masks from China or 
are lending nurses their car parks. For once, being able to call in favours from a network 
of contacts seems positively altruistic. In Belfast masons managed to find some 3,000 
packs of loo roll. “I got together with someone I knew who owned a toilet-roll factory,” 
says Leslie Weir of the local lodge. “It’s just nice to be seen. We may have some secrets 
but it’s not a secret society.” 

Masons emphasise that such charitable efforts are nothing new. Indeed, they claim their 
brotherhood is the second-biggest institutional donor in Britain. As well as being a good 
in itself, such public acts of philanthropy help to counter the brotherhood’s reputation for 
secrecy. David Staples, chief executive of the United Grand Lodge of England, the 
lodges’ governing body, says dispelling the public’s misconceptions about freemasons is 
a priority. 

That includes dismissing the idea that the organisation is set on advancing an agenda. 
“We’ve got trade-union leaders right through to captains of industry,” he points out. “I 
wouldn’t have a clue what our members’ political leanings are.” He nevertheless hopes 
that their efforts during the current crisis will be rewarded by a boom in initiations—
including, perhaps, your correspondent. “When all this is over, please do come and visit 
us,” he urges. 

Dig	deeper: 
For our latest coverage of the covid-19 pandemic, register for The	Economist	Today, our 
daily newsletter, or visit our coronavirus tracker and story hub 

This article appeared in the Britain section of the print edition under the headline "Out of the 
shadows" 
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Dr David Staples FRCP 
CEO and Grand Secretary 
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