
Dear Sir and Brother 
 
You will have seen the email to all Brethren concerning the closure of Freemasons’ Hall, London 
Road, Leicester until 1st October at the earliest.  That will have consequences for some of you who 
were scheduled to meet there during September.  There may be similar situations at the Hall at which 
you normally meet, and you should seek guidance from the management of that Hall about their 
current position. 
 
I won’t repeat here all that was said in the more widely distributed message because there are some 
matters to which your attention, as Lodge Secretaries, needs particularly to be drawn. 
 

1. If you are going to miss an Election or Installation meeting the situation is fully explained in 
my earlier paper on the suspension of Freemasonry. 

2. Now that the general suspension has been lifted you must now return to the normal practice 
of issuing summonses, and other relevant business papers, in the normal way, as if nothing 
else was happening.  You are not able to cancel a meeting – you must proceed as normal. 

3. The first summons you issue must, by command of the Provincial Grand Master, pay suitable 
respect to the passing to the Grand Lodge Above of R W Bro Gayton Taylor, Past Provincial 
Grand Master.  Your summons should be printed in black throughout and at the top of the 
agenda page there should be, in a black edged box if possible, an in memoriam in the 
following terms 

 
In Memoriam 

                                                                                                R W Bro Gayton Cusley Taylor 
                                                                                                            1922 – 2020 
                                                                                                Past Provincial Grand Master 
                                                                                                            1978 – 1989 
 
Can you please take particular care over the spelling.  The penultimate letter of “memoriam” is an “a”, 
not a “u”.   
 
At some suitable time in the future, when the Lodge is attended by a decent number of members a 
eulogy should be delivered.  I will supply a eulogy in due course to be read out in Lodges. 
 

4. As I have said above you cannot cancel a meeting.  However, if, when the summons has 
been be issued, it becomes clear to you that the number of apologies is such that a quorum 
will be unattainable, there will be no point in Brethren making an unnecessary journey. You 
should therefore tell the members so, and then at the moment when the Lodge is due to be 
opened (but not earlier) you may presume a lack of a quorum and treat the meeting as 
abandoned and record that fact, and the apologies for absence, in the minutes. However, you 
must not merely assume that the members of the Lodge do not wish to meet.  It is important 
that a suitable number of apologies is received. On your meeting report form where you 
normally enter the ceremony, you will be able to select “abandoned”. 

5. It may be that you decide to move your meeting to another centre.  Remember – you will 
need a dispensation to do that, and if you do move, you will need to retrieve your warrant 
from wherever it is stored.  You cannot meet without the warrant. 

 
As usual, if you have questions about any of the matters raised in this, or any other communication 
from the Secretariat, please contact me. 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
Yours sincerely and fraternally 
 
Paul  

 
W Bro Paul Wallace PAGDC, Provincial Grand Secretary 
Freemasons’ Hall, 80 London Road, Leicester, LE2 0RA 



Telephone: 0116 254 5325 Mobile: 07789 992315 Email: provsec@pglleics.co.uk 
www.pglleics.org.uk Twitter: @LeicsFreemasons Facebook: LeicestershireRutlandFreemasons 
Instagram: @Leicestershirefreemasons 
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