
Dear Sir and Brother 
 
Following consultations with the Health & Safety Executive, Leicester City Council and our own 
professional advisors the management team of Freemasons’ Hall, 80 London Road, Leicester has 
decided that the Hall will not reopen for Masonic business until 1st October 2020 at the earliest.  The 
situation will be kept under regular review and further information will be distributed as soon as it is 
available. 
 
The majority of the other Masonic Halls around the Province are also closed, and the others are under 
constant review.  Your Lodge Secretary will be able to inform you as to what is happening with your 
particular venue. 
 
The Provincial Grand Master hosted a video conference call yesterday evening with representatives 
of the management teams of most of the other Halls and all of the issues involved were thoroughly 
aired.  It is a very complex situation, and I certainly don’t want to go into the sort of detail which the 
management has to consider, but the absolutely key question is whether or not the premises can be 
certified as being Covid-19 compliant.  Unfortunately, one size does not fit all, and different Councils 
may have subtly different rules.  Suffice it to say it is a difficult and costly process. 
 
That said, the overriding concern of the Provincial Grand Master and his Executive is the health and 
welfare of our members.  Consequently, unless all the proper steps have been taken, centres should 
remain closed.  Failure to observe the letter of the law in respect of Covid-19 regulations is a matter of 
the utmost seriousness. This is very likely to mean that you will expose yourself to legal proceedings 
and Masonic disciplinary action.  
 
There are two other points I would like to emphasise, because, again, not observing the rules risks 
Masonic disciplinary action: 
 

1. You will be aware from earlier pronouncements that no festive boards are permitted for the 
time being.  In fact, the latest Q & A from UGLE issued on Monday went slightly further than 

that and made it clear that Lodges in England must not organise (UGLE emphasis, not 
mine) a meal for their members because that would breach the Government guidance on 
visiting restaurants in groups of more than two households (or six people if outside). 

2. The staff at all of our Halls have been trained in all the requirements for entering a Hall and 
moving around inside it.  Their instructions are to be followed at all times without 
question.  Your health, and the health of other Freemasons and our staff could be jeopardised 
if the instructions about temperature taking, track and trace, hand sanitising, following one-
way systems, toilet etiquette and all the other procedures which have to be observed, were to 
be breached. 

 
I’m sorry that this message has been constructed, necessarily, in a serious tone, but I’d like to leave 
you with one thought.  The PGM and his Executive are as keen as anyone to get back to proper 
Freemasonry as soon as possible and I assure you on his and their behalf that we will all be working 
to that end over the coming weeks and months. 
 
Look after yourselves Brethren and stay safe. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Yours sincerely and fraternally 
 
Paul  
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