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    Dear Brethren,   

  

The aim of this bulletin is to give you, our valued members an insight into all of the activities 

that have taken place, and those which are being planned, during this period of lockdown and 

suspension of Masonic activities. Further to the information below, we will be holding a 

webinar at 5pm on Thursday 30th April, to which you are invited to register, join, and ask us 

any questions.  

  

Perhaps the phrase “suspension of Masonic activities” is not correct, as I and the Provincial 

team, much like many of you, have never been so busy. Since the announcement by HRH The 

Duke of Kent that all Masonic activities were to be suspended during the pandemic, many 

Lodges and Provincial Officers have been working very hard to ensure that we are helping 

those in need, and keeping in contact to prevent loneliness. {I am, like everyone else, very 

much looking forward to the resumption of normal Masonic activity so I can then get on with 

all those jobs around the house!!}  

  

Paul Wallace our Provincial Grand Secretary and I Face time each evening at 6:15 pm to 

discuss all the latest news from the Government and UGLE, we then decide which items we 

will discuss with the newly formed ‘Comms’ Committee {Paul & I + Dale Page PGMentor, David 

Highton PGAlmoner and Richard Barnett PCO} with whom we have a weekly Zoom conference 

to then decide what is to be sent out directly to all Brethren or via your Lodge Secretaries (we 

therefore expect that all of the following will be familiar to you all!) 

  

Those initiatives include:  

  

• Meals on Wheels. We have sent a message to all of our Masonic centres on 3rd April, 

setting out the details of a scheme for organising a “meals on wheels” type service and 

inviting them to contact their caterers to see if they want to do something similar.  

  

• Buildings. We have put Freemasons’ Hall, Leicester at the disposal of the University 

Hospitals Leicester Covid-19 group and our offer is under active consideration.  

  

• Almoners. The Provincial Grand Almoner, David Highton, has written to all Lodge 

Almoners urging them to set up regular contact with their vulnerable or isolated Brethren.  

David has also written to all Lodge Almoners, to establish needs and requirements and 

to offer assistance where needed. David has been extremely busy not just in writing letters 

but also being constantly on the phone talking to Almoners and working in conjunction with 

them and the MCF to ensure that any care needed by our members and past members is 

promptly dealt with. Brethren, should you or should you know of any brother in need of any 

assistance please direct him to your lodge Almoner in the first instance, or to W.Bro. David.  

  

• Video Conferences. We have written to all Lodge Secretaries with details of how they can 

set up “Zoom” conference calls so that they can set up video get-togethers. This information 

should have been distributed by your secretary, but if you have not seen it, and would like to 

see how you can follow the lead of many others, the information is available on our In Touch 

webpage https://www.pglleics.org.uk/in-touch On that subject, several groups, including the 

Light Blue Club, and many of our Lodges are holding regular 9 o’clock toast video 

conferences, which is a great way to see each other and catch up with goings on.  

  

https://www.pglleics.org.uk/in-touch
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• Festival Support. Because the MCF will need all the money it can get, our Festival 

Chairman, Dale Page, has written to all Brethren inviting them to continue their 2022 giving 

via text donations during the suspension, as if they had been completing gift aid envelopes at 

Lodge. This has been well received, and for that Dale thanks everyone who has taken the 

time to ensure that pledges are still being received and that our target is still in reach. This 

appeal is more important than ever in these times of need, and we must remember that for 

every £1 we give, £2 comes back to the Province to help our members who need it most.  

  

• Website. The Provincial website has a new section aimed at all of our members, which 

includes quizzes, podcasts, and also a set of FAQ’s to help Lodges organise themselves 

during lockdown. This page can be found at www.pglleics.org.uk/in-touch and has been 

communicated in an email from the Communications Officer to Lodge secretaries. We 

encourage you to keep coming back to this page as new content is being added regularly.  

  

• Mentors, TeamApp and Solomon. Our Provincial Grand Mentor, Dale Page, has written to 

all Lodge Mentors encouraging them to keep in touch with their more recently Initiated 

Brethren and those gentlemen who have shown an interest in joining us. Various online 

resources are available, such as TeamApp & Solomon. Solomon is an excellent training tool 

setup and managed by Grand Lodge, this is constantly being refreshed and updated. As we 

strive to continue our daily advancement of Masonic knowledge; this is the place to 

go. https://solomon.ugle.org.uk/  
  

In regard to TeamApp, this has been a very successful tool managed by the Provincial team, 

to give you all access to the latest documents and information regarding the Pathway and 

other initiatives. All you need is a smartphone to access this information, instructions on how 

to download the app can be found on our webpage www.pglleics.org.uk/in-touch   

  

• Podcasts. Our Provincial Communications Officer, Richard Barnett, has organised a series 

of podcasts to keep Brethren informed on a variety of subjects.  The first three podcasts that 

are available include one dedicated to how Lodges can adapt to the current lockdown 

situation, another is focussed on Lodge Almoners and what more they can do, and what extra 

help they can get, including from the MCF as well as the Province. The latest podcast is an 

insight into the Light Blue Club, and what they have been up to lately, and their aims and 

goals for the coming season. This can be found at www.pglleics.org.uk/podcasts or search for 

“Square Talk” on the Apple Podcast store.   
  

• Quizzes. David Sharpe, of the Lodge of Research, is writing a series of quizzes with the 

intention of keeping the Brethren’s Masonic knowledge ticking along. These can be found on 

the “In Touch” web pages. Why not test yourself, the answers will be revealed after you have 

completed the quiz.  
  

• News Stories. The news section of the Provincial website has carried a number of stories 

highlighting the good work being done by our Lodges and individual members in support of 

those that need help and also our front-line services.  

  

• Leicester Square. Our communication team, alongside the editorial team of Leicester 

Square have brought forward the date of the Spring issue. Works have been taking place 

around the clock in an effort to get the publication dispatched by the end of April. If you have 

not yet received your copy, it will be with you shortly. The online version is available by 

clicking this link, 

https://issuu.com/leicsrutlandfreemasons/docs/leiciester_square_issue_43_spring_2020  
  

• Lodge Initiatives. Lodges throughout the Province have been developing their own 

initiatives to assist their Brethren, families, and front line services, including shopping, the 

http://www.pglleics.org.uk/in-touch
https://solomon.ugle.org.uk/
http://www.pglleics.org.uk/in-touch
http://www.pglleics.org.uk/podcasts
https://issuu.com/leicsrutlandfreemasons/docs/leiciester_square_issue_43_spring_2020
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manufacturing of masks, and the gathering of supplies, and not forgetting the buddy systems 

which are now in place to ensure that no one remains isolated.  

  

• MCF Grants. Grants have been made available from the MCF and UGLE to support those 

brethren who are going above and beyond the call of duty by spending their spare time 

making PPE equipment or by servicing those front-line heroes. At the time of writing three 

grants have been submitted and approved, totalling £4,700 for help with the supply of PPE 

equipment from Mark Hamilton Foxall (Tudor House Lodge) and Chris Parsons (Rutland 

Lodge) and support for the Leicester South Food Bank sponsored by Tim Dixon. We are also 

working to ensure that these people are recognised within the community, with stories 

appearing in the local press. In addition, a further request for funding jointly with the 

Provincial Grand Lodge of Nottinghamshire for PPE equipment to Ratcliffe College. 

  

• Communication Groups. The Provincial Grand Master, Peter Kinder, has been attending 

regular video meetings of Regional Communications Group 6, a group of PGMS from six 

Provinces to share ideas and initiatives with each other.  
  

• Provincial Webinar. We are in the process of setting up a webinar, which will allow 

Brethren from our Province to register for an online meeting to ask questions of Provincial 

team. The panel will consist of:  

o Provincial Grand Master, Peter Kinder  
o Provincial Grand Secretary, Paul Wallace  

o Provincial Grand Almoner, David Highton  

o Provincial Grand Mentor & 2022 Festival Chairman, Dale Page  

o Provincial Communications Officer, Richard Barnett  

o Chairman of the LRMCA, Phil Caswell  

This meeting is planned for Thursday 30th April at 5pm for an hour, you can register by 

clicking this link:  https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xFeTVDxrTIeVdQTjMYkPjQ   

Once you have registered, you will receive an email with the details of how to join. Please 

send any questions in advance to communications@pglleics.co.uk   
  

• MCF Covid-19 Relief Chest. We are currently supporting the Masonic Charitable 

Foundation (MCF) through our 2022 Festival Appeal, this support is vital if the MCF is to 

continue to provide the necessary grants, donations and resources to the countless members 

of our masonic family, charities and medical research projects that we care about.  We are 

now faced with an even bigger call on our services.  In addition to support, the MCF is already 

providing to members of the masonic community through these difficult times, the MCF have 

committed an additional £2¼million to provide funding to help combat the effects of Covid-

19.  This funding will provide additional support to masonic and non-masonic projects, 

organisations and charities that are on the front line of this emergency.    

  

The MCF are therefore keen for us to continue supporting our Festival Appeal as you have 

been doing to such great effect.  However, we are also asking you if you are willing and able 

to consider making that little extra donation to enable Freemasonry to help those most in 

need. Please consider supporting the UGLE appeal to raise funds through a special Covid-19 

Relief Chest. To acknowledge you have made an additional donation, the MCF will match, 

pound for pound, your donation into our 2022 Festival appeal, The MCF will ensure these 

additional donations are recorded against our Festival total and your own Lodge and 

individual totals. 

  

Should you have any queries regarding this initiative, please do not hesitate to contact your 

Lodge Festival Steward or W.Bro. Dale Page. 
  

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xFeTVDxrTIeVdQTjMYkPjQ
mailto:communications@pglleics.co.uk
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We hope that you find this update useful, and that you can see the hard work going on within 

our Lodges, the Province, UGLE, and the MCF to ensure that everyone is cared for in these 

unprecedented times in Freemasonry. Your Lodge Secretary, Almoner, and Mentor, as well as 

the other officers of your Lodge are there to help, as are the Provincial team and officers.   

I encourage you to register for the webinar at 5pm on the 30th April, to discuss these 

initiatives further, and ask us questions as well as highlight new ways in which we can help. 

To register, please click this link and follow the instructions, after which you will receive a 

link to click and access the webinar at 5pm on the 30th April.  

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xFeTVDxrTIeVdQTjMYkPjQ  

 

Brethren we are all in this together, by working as a team we can ensure that when we get 

back to our Lodges, we will be stronger than ever.  

 

Kindest Regards 

Yours sincerely & fraternally 
 

Peter C Kinder 
Provincial Grand Master 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xFeTVDxrTIeVdQTjMYkPjQ

